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Easter Service Round Kirk, Sunday 17.04.22: 0800 

Transcript 

Call to Worship and Prayer 

Good morning, and welcome. 

As we gather here this Easter morning, 

we join our voices with the whole church, 

across the world and across time, 

as we proclaim: 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Prayer:  
Let us pray; 

May the joy of this day change our lives, 

and may the transforming love which brought Jesus back from the dead 

be abroad in our world and in our lives 

to the glory of your great and wonderful name. (by Clifford Wilton) 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

Because you are a risen Lord, we dare to believe in life beyond death, 

life which is the fulfilment of the deepest longings of the heart. 

Because you are a risen Lord, 

we dare to believe that past failures need not weigh us down; 

that you free us from their burden, 

just as you freed your disciples from the burden of their failures at that first Easter. 

 

Because You are a risen Lord, 

we dare to ask for renewed strength to live our lives with you, and for you, starting now! 

 

Because you are a risen Lord, we dare to believe that in you we may find 

the only life that really matters; the only life that endures. 

Lord, live in us, and we shall truly live. 

Amen  (Edmund Banyard) 

 

Hy 1: JP 130: Jesus Christ is risen today  

 

Easter Reading: Luke 24:1-12; (NCV) 

Liz will read: Jesus Rises from the Dead 

Very early on the first day of the week, at dawn, the women came to the tomb, bringing the 

spices they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the entrance of the tomb, 

but when they went in, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were 

wondering about this, two men in shining clothes suddenly stood beside them. The women 

were very afraid and bowed their heads to the ground. The men said to them, “Why are you 

looking for a living person in this place for the dead? He is not here; he has risen from the 

dead. Do you remember what he told you in Galilee? He said the Son of Man must be handed 

over to sinful people, be crucified, and rise from the dead on the third day.” Then the women 

remembered what Jesus had said. 
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The women left the tomb and told all these things to the eleven apostles and the other 

followers. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and some other 

women who told the apostles everything that had happened at the tomb. But they did not 

believe the women, because it sounded like nonsense. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb. 

Bending down and looking in, he saw only the cloth that Jesus’ body had been wrapped in. 

Peter went away to his home, wondering about what had happened. 

 

Easter Reflection 1 and prayer:  Meeting Jesus afresh at Easter: 

Catherine will read 

The Easter story is so familiar 

that I have lost the sense of surprise, the shock, 

the feeling that the world has been turned upside down, 

which Mary and Peter must have experienced that morning. 

 

What was it like to spend time with Jesus? 

What was it like to watch him die? 

What was it like to find his tomb empty? 

Do such strong, deep emotions enter into my relationship with Jesus? 

 

What about the knowledge that Jesus is alive again? 

That my sins are forgiven? 

That I have been set free from all that threatens to prevent me from becoming whole? 

Are these just beliefs (or pious hopes) in my head, 

or do they spill out into my life, into the person I am in the world? 

Lord, this Easter, come to me afresh in your risen glory and power. 

 

Prayer: Let us pray: 

Risen Lord Jesus, 

thank you for the delight and elation of this day. 

Thank you for the victory won, and thank you for the light you bring. 

To you, to you alone, I give my life. 

I know that it is safe in the hands of a master who knows no boundaries, 

no endings, no failure, and no defeat. 

I praise your mighty, risen and exalted name, with gladness, now and for evermore. 

Amen.  

 

Choir: I am the bread of life 

Easter Day Reflection (2) 

Try to imagine the scene.  Imagine you are one of the women who cared for Jesus. 

Spend a moment putting yourself in that role. 

Now, through senseless barbarity, your revered and beloved leader is dead. 

It seems to you that the world has ended: how do you feel?  

To honour his body, and out of devotion, 

you go to the tomb, taking with you spices and ointments. 

You are grief-stricken; your eyes full of tears – imagine your journey. 
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But the tomb is empty…apart from a pile of shrouds. 

You are terrified: perplexed: amazed - all at the same time. 

You don’t know what to make of it. 

You had thought this was the end of everything. 

As far as you were concerned, there was no meaningful tomorrow. 

Now something has happened beyond your human ability to understand. 

Could this mean that Jesus is, in fact, alive? 

This for you is unchartered waters.  God, yet again, has confounded your expectations. 

 

What happened next confirmed it: 

Jesus is alive!  How do you feel now? 

It is strange that, however many years we have travelled with God, tuned into God’s 

presence, believed we have known God’s ways – we can be brought up short in amazement.  

Catastrophe can bring down our world. 

We can feel that life has ended. 

And yet we discover God bringing us through to the other side. 

 

The price of God’s new life is always the same: a letting go of our own fixed, 

pre-packaged ideas of what God is like, 

of what we are like, and of what our neighbour is like. 

It is a call to step out of the safety of the boat and to walk on unchartered waters, 

even, perhaps, to surf adventurously down cascading waterfalls, 

having no idea where we are going. 

The only certainty is knowing in our bones that ‘God is with us’. 

There can be no end to the human ability to describe God’s power. 

It bursts all bounds of our knowing. 

The mystery of the empty tomb is that nothing, not illness, death, cruelty, treachery, or 

betrayal can separate us from the love of God, or from God’s gift of newness of life.  Amen.  

Alleluia.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer: let us pray: 

Lord God, 

You loved this world so much, that you gave your one and only Son, 

that we might be called your children too. 

Lord, help us to live in the gladness and grace of Easter Sunday, every day. 

Let us have hearts of thankfulness for your sacrifice. 

Let us have eyes that look upon your grace and rejoice in our salvation. 

Help us to walk in that mighty grace and tell your good news to the world. 

All for your glory do we pray, Lord.  Amen.  ( by Rachel Marie Stone; edited) 

 

A sign of peace: 

The risen Jesus stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you’. 

Let us offer one another a sign of that peace   

 

Prayers of Intercession: NB Responses: 

L: Lord of life, 

All: hear our prayer. 



 
 

4 
 

Let us pray: 

Loving, Living God, 

As we celebrate the resurrection  

we pray for all who are longing for new hope and new life. 

We pray for all who are struggling for peace, remembering war-torn cities, 

and places that have suffered disaster; 

especially we pray for the people of Ukraine. 

 

We pray for people who are seeking to rebuild communities and lives, 

and for all who are bringing new life and new courage to oppressed peoples. 

Let the power of your resurrection be known in our homes and communities. 

We pray for homes where there is violence or neglect: 

in you, risen Lord, may hurts be healed and well-being restored. 

L: Lord of life, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all struggling peoples, that they may find hope in you. 

We pray for all who are ill, or in pain; all who are close to death; 

for all who are afraid or worried or sad, 

especially those who have lost loved ones and are in great sorrow. 

We pray for all distressed or disturbed peoples, 

all who walk in darkness; all who have lost hope. 

L: Lord of life, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those for whom we have special concerns today. 

Pause 

 

L: Lord of life, 

All: hear our prayer. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 

 

JP Hymn: JP No. 3  Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

Benediction: 

May the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you, now and always. 

And may Jesus Christ the risen one, the glorified Lord of the morning, 

be with you now and for evermore.  Amen. 


